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19 September 1969

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

SUBJECT: Conversation with Walter Pincus and Rolend Paul,
Iavestigators for the Subcommitiee on U. 5. Agreements
and Conmmrdtments Abroad of Senate Foreign Relations

Committ
e 25X1A
1. Teday | |and I met with
Mesars. Plncus and Paul in connection with Seaator Symington's request
for| |te appear before his Subcom-

mittee. Details of our conversation on this matter are contained in

memerandum, copy attached hereto.

25X1A 25X1A

2. Following ocur discussion of | hppearance, 1
mentioned Mr. Paul's earlier telephone inquiryte[ | regarding
Chinese and North Vietnamese deaths during the commaunization of these
two countries. I said there was no official community estimate of these
figures since different versions varied so widely. Mao had indirsctly
cenfirmed 800, 000 deaths in China during the collectiviszation drive,
whereas the ChiNats had mentionsd a figure of 15 million. The cxperts
seemed generally to lesn to 8 figure around 2 or 3 millien.

3. The land reform: program in Vietnam (1953-1956), 1 saiq,
probably resulted in between 30 and 100 thousand deaths and perhaps an
equal number of indirect fatalities resuiting from starvation, disease,
etc. I said it was quite impossible to estimate how many casualties might
result from a North Vietnamese takeover of Scuth Vietnam.

25X1A
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22 September 1968

MDMORANDUM FOR THIE RECORD

SUBJECT : MNeeting with Messra, Walter Pincus and
: Roland Paul, 19 Sentember 1969

i. A meecting, arranged by Wr., John Maury, was held with

¥egsre. Walter Pincus and Roland Paul (iavestigators for the

Symingten Subcommitiee on U. 5. involvements and commitments

“asbroad) on 18 September between 1615 end 1700 hours for the purpose

25X1A

of ascertaining the areas and general line of questioning, the
security considerations and the general modalities of the scheduled
szecative sessicn hearings by the Senate Foreign Relations Sub~
cominittee on U, S, Security Agreements and Comumitments Abroad,
at which has been requested to appear.

2. Mr. Maury opened the Jiscussion by expressing Agency

concern that testilying hefore this committee was in fact seiting a

- precedent. Cur concern was that we were testifying to members of

the Senale other than ocur own subcommittee and that the subject matter

te be discussed was not & goneral situation briefing but a discussion of
operational activities, In addition, there wasg the matter of public

record despite the fact that these hearings were to ba in executive

sesslon, My, Maury polnted out that throughout the world many of

our programs depended for their avccess on the confidence and close

relations that we had developed not enly| ' - 25X1

25X1 -

25X1

[#r. Naury alao ralsed the question of the

25X1° 25X1A |

protection of | |whao, as a career officer in the
Clandestine Service, would depend on continued anonymity and lack of
public {dentification as a CIA officer for hiz career, My, Pincus
raplied that of course he and Mr, Paul would not reveal

25X1A
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identity but wo rmust realize that there will be & lot of sharp newa-
papermen around and these things usually come out one way or another,
Therefore, Mr. Pincus made clear, we should not hold him
responsible for any leaks in this regard.

3. in response to Mr, hiaury, Mr. Pincus stated that pechaps
it would bhely for the Agency to view these hearings ag an opportunity
to educate the Senators involved, It was an effort by Senator
Symington to get on the record the story of U. 5, fuvolvement in
various countries abroad and how we got there, He did not sce how
the story of Laoa could be understeod without the inclusion of CiA's
activities and the role it bas played, As for the transcript, Senator
fiymingion expects to be able to publish the results of his commiitoe
hearings and Ar, Pincus could nct soce how "100 papges could be

missing”, - Mr. Maury mentioned that in previous iastances arrange«

o 25X1A
- 25X1A

. 25X1A

raents had beea made for a "transcript with custody by the Apency”.
1ir, Paul appeared to have some difficulty wiih this and stated he
would expect $hig to be immedintely available 1f this method was
decided upon and that “would we have some enlisted man prepared to
run this immediately to his office st eny sime ghould he call for it",

- On the subject of the protection ofl _] both Messrs, Pincus

snd Paul appearad to appreciate this point and stated there were
varioss ways to getf linte the hearings without running
the riek of exposure to the news reporters that would cbviously be
foltowing this hearing very closely, Mr, Pincus then menticned thereo
would be TV cameras outside the hearing room at all times but that
Senators Fulbeight and Symington would probably raake TV mtatenments
after the various hearing sessicns and [ leould remain
behind and then slin out & slde door or otherwise inconspicuously
withdrow, Mr., Maury said that he would have to discussg the security
problems with Mr., Holms, ‘
25X1A , |

4. | | then questioned Messrs, Pincus and Psul on
the general area of guestioning that would be included in the hearing.
uir. Pincus stated that we would be provided with a detalled

- eestionnairo early in the week of 22 September, We are to prepare a

atatorsent based on this questicunaire but not necessarily limited to
{t, Both Messrs, Pincus and Paul felt that we may want to expand on

2
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some of the questions that would be asked in the questionnaire and
include olher aspects which mipht occur $0 us, They felt the

. guestioning by the Seuators would he free flowing and would not be

imited to the questionsa in the questionnaire, They anoted that any
Loaator present could ask any guestion he wished, We have been
givan a dispensation of subwnitiing one copy of the prepared statement
twustead of the normally required 1.: cepies, Mr, Pincus stated that,
gince the prepared siatement wounld probably be fairly leagthy, they
would expect a summary which would be read by | | siving
the essantiale of the information contained in the prepared statement.
Edth Mr., Pincus and Mr, Poul steted several times that, since

|had been in Lacs only one and & half years, we might

want to introduce an additional officor o officers who are more

- qualified to report on and discuss questions concerning the early

history of CiA's {nvolvemsent in Laos, Neither Mr., Maury nor
[ aada sny comment on additional officers being present.
_ 25X1A
5. in following up on the questicnuaire, | | eeked
if we could be agsured that the quosiion areas we were to address in
- our prepared statement would be on CIA activities in Laos and that
| would not beo required to provide testimony oa the

- aetivitias of other conntry migsion clemonts, Mr, Paul reacted to

&Eziaqwmim and stated, "I don't hnow what's behind your question,

ut cermi‘.nlyl iz aware of what other agencies are doing
» Laos, " rosponded that there was nothing behind his

uestion other than to sock inforrnation on what wus being requimd of
| | e siated thal whoreas any officer who has served in

£ seniop capacity oversess and deslt with & country teany wag aware
~in general of their activities, he could not be expocted to Bpeak

authoritatively on any other agonsy's activitles other than CIA,

Mr. Paul stated that, whereas the questionnaire would be on CIA'S

sctivition, there was no ¢control over what the Senators might sak

25X1A
. | | 2eked who weuld be present in the room

quring the hearings. Messrs, Pincus and Paul responded jeiutly,
providing the following list: Sensiors Bymington, Fulbright,
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Mansfield, Alken, Cooper, Sparkmsn snd Javita; Messrs, Piacus

sud Faul; Megsrs, Tirl Marcy and Fat Holt of the Foreign Relations

Commiitee Staff; end & transcriber from a commercial firm who,

they nasured us, had sppropriate clearances, Mr. Pincus was then
- asked if we could hnow the other wiinesses being asked to appoar
o Lefore the commitiee, Although Y doult this is & cornplete lot, it

- included: Ambaagsador E:umvm, Col, Tyrell (Alr Attache in Laos),

C . Mr. Wagner (AID/Laos), Col. Russoll ( [resnonsible 25X1

- for lmxstics in Laos), and & Major Thomas (former Alr Attache at

Luang Prabaag), :

. Mr, Pincus returned £o the problem of how the record could
‘be medo public and chvious $ly gcamed concerned over ouy rescervetiong
- on the intlusion of any CIA transcript. Mr. Pincus stated there will
siave to be o published {ranseript en Laog but obviously he had not
thought through the problems that would occur by having a CIA
wimcm‘ .

: 8. Mr., Payl then mentioned that a nusber of things had
happened In Laos since their vigit and they would expect us to include ;
& current updating of thege in our prepsred statoment, | ] 25X1A
attompted to clarily this by asking if ho Intended a current statement
I on the military and political situation versus oporations. He
25X1A immedistely replied, "Vou used the wrong conjunction, I mean
LT tandn | thanked hira for his clarification.

9. r., Maury then provided Mr, Paul with information on
sovaral sabjecis that had boen proviously submitted to Mr. Maury for
answers., The meeting appeared to end fairly amicably snd we were
promiged the detailed guestilonnalre as soon 28 possible with the
proviso that we would be able to seek furthor clarification of any
qwstiﬂna as pecessary,

25X1A
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Memorandum for the Record dated 22 September 1968

Subject: Meeting with Measrs, Fineua and Paul, 19 September 1669
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